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CONFIDENTIAL  SECTION  01  OF  05  TRIPOLI  000748 
SIPDIS 

DEPT  FOR  NEA/MAG,  L (BOB  HARRIS),  DRL  (KARI  JOHNSTONE).  DEPT  PLEASE  PASS  TO  NSC  (SCOTT  BUSBY)  AND  OVP  (HERRO  MUSTAFA).  E.O.  12958:  DECL:  9/17/2 
TAGS:  PREL  PGOV  PHUM  LY 

SUBJECT:  HUMAN  RIGHTS  DIALOGUE  REBOUNDS  AFTER  DIFFICULT  START  REF:  TRIPOLI  677  TRIPOLI  00000748  001.2  OF  005 
CLASSIFIED  BY:  Gene  A.  Cretz,  Ambassador,  U.S.  Embassy  Tripoli,  Department  of  State.  REASON:  1.4  (b),  (d) 

1. (C)  Summary:  An  interagency  team  led  by  Acting  A/S  for  DRL  Karen  Stewart,  and  comprised  of  State,  NSC,  and  OVP  representatives,  launched  with 

2. (SBU)  The  U.S.  delegation  included  Acting  A/S  for  DRL  Karen  Stewart;  Scott  Busby,  Director  for  Human  Rights,  National  Security  Council;  Herrc 
DIALOGUE  BEGINS  WITH  A FALSE  START 

3. (C)  The  U.S.  interagency  team  led  by  Acting  A/S  for  DRL  Karen  Stewart  met  with  Libyan  officials  at  1030  local  time  August  18  at  the  Ministry 

4. (C)  After  introducing  himself  as  "a  professor,  not  a politician,"  noting  that  "politics  is  the  art  of  tricks,"  philosophy  professor  Rajab  Bou 

5. (C)  As  the  U.S.  delegation  was  in  the  process  of  departing  the  MFA,  FM  Kusa  arrived  but  deliberately  ignored  the  Charge's  attempt  to  discuss 
TAKE  TWO:  THE  DIALOGUE  FINALLY  COMMENCES 

6. (C)  At  1730  local  time,  the  U.S.  delegation  met  an  appropriate  GOL  interagency  team,  led  by  the  Foreign  Minister,  at  Libya's  Foreign  Ministry 

7. (C)  Kusa  further  noted  that  Libya  needed  to  take  advantage  of  U.S.  experience  to  upgrade  Libya's  prisons  and  detention  facilities.  He  said  Li 

8. (C)  Kusa  went  on  to  discuss  the  method  for  evaluating  human  rights  issues  on  both  sides.  He  asked  that  the  annual  State  Department  Human  Righ 

9. (C)  Acting  A/S  Stewart  thanked  Kusa  for  taking  a personal  interest  in  launching  the  dialogue,  noting  that  the  dialogue  would  be  integral  to  t 
LIBYAN  DELEGATION  ADDRESSES  ILLEGAL  IMMIGRATION,  PRISONS,  U.S.  HUMAN  RIGHTS  REPORT 

10.  (C)  Turning  the  floor  to  his  delegation,  Kusa  said  that  a group  of  specialists  had  been  gathered  on  the  Libyan  side  for  the  purpose  of  the  c 

11.  (C)  Tumi  asserted  that  trafficking-in-persons  did  not  exist  in  Libya.  Regarding  the  Human  Rights  Report,  Tumi  charged  that  it  was  not  based 

12.  (C)  Dr.  Mohamed  Salah  al-Saghir,  Head  of  the  Department  of  International  Law  and  Agreements  at  the  MFA,  also  expressed  his  support  for  the  c 

13.  (C)  AA/S  Stewart  assured  the  Libyan  team  that  the  Embassy  would  work  with  them  to  discuss  their  objections  to  the  Human  Rights  Report  over  t 

14.  (C)  Hamid  Ahmed  Hdhiri  of  Libya's  NSC  noted  that  the  problem  of  illegal  immigration  flows  into  Libya  require  dramatic  solutions  to  the  root 

15.  (C)  Finally,  the  Libyan  delegation  asserted  that  civil  society  does  not  exist  in  Libya  because  it  is  unnecessary.  Representatives  justified 

16.  (C)  Both  sides  ended  the  discussion  by  agreeing  that  the  U.S.  would  develop  work  plans  on  the  agenda  items  and  timelines  for  addressing  then 


